OLD HOUSE OF PRAYER

10 my brother Alexander
Moshe, devotedly.
Old hometown House of Prayer —
Our grandfathers carted
Mortar for your walls,
Beams to brace your rafters,
And oaken boards

For your bookstands

And tables. —

And those little children
Who frolicked about you
In youthful glee,

Are dispersed, today

In all the nooks

And crannies

Of the world...
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Yiddish: Eliezer Schindler
English: Avraham Kranz (2018)
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The Yiddish text follows closely the orthography proposed by Dr. S. A. Birnbaum, as implemented by the Beth-Jacob movement in Poland, in 1930.
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